
Wall Street Journal on Petraeus testimony yesterday

    The Wall Street Journal has a great op-ed today on General Petraeus' testimony yesterday.

Key excerpt:

Important as was yesterday's appearance before Congress by General David Petraeus, the
events leading up to his testimony may have been more significant. Members of the Democratic
leadership and their supporters have now normalized the practice of accusing their opponents
of lying. If other members of the Democratic Party don't move quickly to repudiate this turn, the
ability of the U.S. political system to function will be impaired in a way no one would wish for. 

Well, with one exception. MoveOn.org, the Democratic activist group, bought space in the New
York Times yesterday to accuse General Petraeus of "cooking the books for the White House."
The ad transmutes the general's name into "General Betray Us." 

"Betrayal," as every military officer knows, is a word that through the history of their profession
bears the stain of acts that are both dishonorable and unforgivable. That is to say, MoveOn.org
didn't stumble upon this word; it was chosen with specific intent, to convey the most serious
accusation possible against General Petraeus, that his word is false, that he is a liar and that he
is willing to betray his country. The next and obvious word to which this equation with betrayal
leads is treason. That it is merely insinuated makes it worse. 

MoveOn.org calls itself a "progressive" political group, but it is in fact drawn from the hard left of
American politics and a pedigree that sees politics as not so much an ongoing struggle but a
final competition. Their Web-based group is new to the political scene, but its politics are not so
new. More surprising and troubling are the formerly liberal institutions and politicians who now
share this political ethos.   
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http://www.opinionjournal.com/editorial/feature.html?id=110010587

